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introduction of the New Economic Policy with a firm and sure hand. He
clearly foresaw that this retreat would create "a wider front for an offensive
in the near future" and would make "the alliance between the
workers^and peasant^ the basis of our entire Soviet
revolution, ^f our entire Soviet Republic, invincible?* TMs
offensive,, in Lenin's opinion, would help to link socialist industry with peasant
husbandry, would help to meet the iatter's most urgent requirements., help
to establish a firm economic alliance with it and "primarily., it would in-
crease the productive force5, restore large-scale in-
dustry"* To this problem Lenin devoted much effort, thought and
energy.

The organization of planned production was one of the chief objects of
his attention. "We cannot work without a plan covering a long period and
envisaging important achievements/* he wrote.** On Ms initiative a State
Planning-Commission was formed, the main function of which was to draw
up a uniform state economic plan and to supervise its execution. It was to
direct the entire economic life of the country with a view to increasing
public wealth, steadily raising the material and cultural standards of the
working people and strengthening the independence and power of defence
of the Soviet Republic. The execution of Lenin's programme of building
Socialism presupposed the development of planned production and the
growing influence of the proletarian dictatorship upon the whole course of
die economic life of the country.

Lenin closely watched and directed the operations of the State Planning
Commission and chose the best workers he could find for it. He strongly
insisted that the work of planning should not be divorced from reality, and
demanded that an addition to long range plans covering a series of years,
plans, for one year, and even for several months, should be drawn up. He
urged that the plans should be fulfilled and exceeded in order to "shorten
the period of hunger, cold and poverty."

He daily watched the progress of the plan for the electrification of the
country and closely followed the course of construction of the power stations
provided for by the plan, especially the Kashira and Volkhov stations, the
first to be built under the Goelro plan* He concerned himself with the
problems connected with the supply of materials for the new construction
schemes and of food for the workers employed on them. He verified the
quality of the work performed and the degree to which the factories were
ready to receive power from the new stations. He mobilized all the forces
of the Party and of the working people for the successful execution of the
first national economic plan.

The entire business administration' of the country was reorganized to
facilitate the revival of agriculture and the restoration of industry and the
transport system. An important factor in this was the circular entitled:
"Instructions of the Council of Labour and Defence to the Local Soviet
Bodies." These instructions, drawn up by Lenin, explained the main tasks
connected with work of economic construction.

Lenin attached exceptional importance to these instractionSs and with
his characteristic energy, he did all in Ms power to have them put Into
operation. He had them discussed at the Fourth All-Russian Congress of"
Trade Unions, at the Fourth Congress of Councils of National
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